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President Trump and Vice President Pence walk to a briefing with the coronavirus task force on Tuesday. Treasury officials have 
ordered stimulus checks to bear Trump’s name, a decision that senior IRS officials said could slow their delivery. 


President's name to be printed on relief checks 


Unprecedented move 
injects partisanship into 
stimulus, critics say 


BY LISA REIN 


The Treasury Department has 
ordered President Trump’s name 
be printed on stimulus checks 
the Internal Revenue Service is 
rushing to send to tens of mil- 
lions of Americans, a process 
that could slow their delivery by 
a few days, senior IRS officials 
said. 

The unprecedented decision, 
finalized late Monday, means 


that when recipients open the 
$1,200 paper checks the IRS is 
scheduled to begin sending to 
70 million Americans in coming 
days, “President Donald J. 
Trump” will appear on the left 
side of the payment. 

It will be the first time a presi- 
dent’s name appears on an IRS 
disbursement, whether a routine 
refund or one of the handful of 
checks the government has is- 
sued to taxpayers in recent de- 
cades either to stimulate a down 
economy or share the dividends 
of a strong one. 

Treasury officials disputed 
that the checks would be de- 
layed. 

While some people receiving 
the checks — the centerpiece of 


the U.S. government’s economic 
relief package to stave of the 
effects of the coronavirus pan- 
demic — may not care, or ob- 
serve, whose name appears on 
them, the decision is another 
sign of Trump’s effort to cast his 
response to the pandemic in po- 
litical terms. 

Trump had privately suggest- 
ed to Treasury Secretary Steven 
Mnuchin, who oversees the IRS, 
to allowthe president to formally 
sign the checks, according to 
three administration officials 
who spoke on the condition of 
anonymity because they were 
not authorized to speak publicly. 

But the president is not an 
authorized signer for legal dis- 
bursements by the U.S. Treasury. 


It is standard practice for a civil 
servant to sign checks issued by 
the Treasury Department to en- 
sure that government payments 
are nonpartisan. 

The checks will instead bear 
Trump’s name in the memo line, 
below a line that reads, “Eco- 
nomic Impact Payment,” the ad- 
ministration officials said. 

The IRS will mail the checks to 
people for whom it does not have 
banking information. Many of 
them have low incomes. 

The checks will carry the sig- 
nature of an official with the 
Bureau of the Fiscal Service, the 
Treasury Department division 
that prints the checks. The 
checks will follow direct deposits 

SEE IRS ON A9 


World economy in 


worst slump since 
1930s, IMF says 


U.S., OTHERS FACE SLOW, PAINFUL RECOVERY 


Analysts’ forecasts, White House outlook sharply differ 


BY DAVID J. LYNCH 


The International Monetary 
Fund on Tuesday said the corona- 
virus pandemic is causing the 
worst economic downturn since 
the Great Depression of the 
1930s, as a return to normal 
activity in the United States ap- 
peared likely to take months lon- 
ger than President Trump has 
indicated. 

While White House officials 
eye May 1 as a potential restart 
date, activity in key parts of the 
U.S. economy suggests that Amer- 
icans will not be able to return to 
business as usual that quickly. 

Permits for new single-family 
homes are headed for an April 


decline of up to 50 percent, which 
will probably depress construc- 
tion activity for months, Gold- 
man Sachs said Tuesday. With 
consumers reluctant to brave 
crowded movie theaters anytime 
soon, Disney this week officially 
delayed the scheduled mid-June 
opening of “Soul,” an animated 
Pixar film, to Thanksgiving. And 
Jamie Dimon, the chief executive 
of JPMorgan Chase, said Ameri- 
cans will return to work only 
gradually, depending upon condi- 
tions in individual regions and 
industries. 

“But it won’t be May,” he told 
Wall Street analysts. “You talk 
about June, July, August, some- 

SEE ECONOMY ON A24 


Trump pushes hard for 
May I reopening of U.S. 


Aides rush to figure out a 
staggered strategy — and 
mitigate the political risk 


BY PHILIP RUCKER, 
ROBERT COSTA 
AND ASHLEY PARKER 


President Trump has all but 
decided to begin declaring the 
country ready to get back to busi- 
ness on May 1, two current and 
two former senior administration 
officials said, but a scramble is 
underway inside the White House 
to determine how to stagger a 
reopening of the economy amid 
the novel coronavirus pandemic 


while also protecting Trump from 
any political fallout. 

Impatient with the economic 
devastation wrought by social dis- 
tancing and other mitigation 
measures — and fearful of the 
potential damage to his reelection 
chances — Trump has been ada- 
mant in private discussions with 
advisers about reopening the 
country next month. 

Yet within Trump’s circle, offi- 
cials say, there is acknowledg- 
ment that it will not be possible 
for the president to simply flip a 
switch. A return to normal proba- 
bly would take many months, ad- 
ministration officials said, and 
should be orchestrated methodi- 
cally and guided by medical data. 
For instance, officials are consid- 
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Plenty of food, 


industry says, 


but path to store is changing 


Supply system geared 
toward restaurants tries 
to meet grocery demands 


BY LAURA REILEY 


Tempers are getting short. Sup- 
plies of ground beef even shorter. 
People are looking into each oth- 
er’s shopping carts. Is that guy 
really going to use all four cans of 
chickpeas? That’s a lot of emer- 
gency hummus. 

But maybe a little supermarket 
paranoia is warranted after all. 

A month ago, as the economy 
began to shut down and Ameri- 
cans started hoarding canned 


goods and other pantry items out 
of fear of shortages, industry gi- 
ants offered assurance there was 
plenty of food and no reason for 
worty. 

Yet availability remains spotty 
around the country, some shelves 
stocked and others empty, with 
Americans having particular dif- 
ficulty locating all-purpose flour, 
yeast and beef. 

And even as the industry rush- 
es to get distribution problems 
smoothed out, other red flags are 
emerging. JBS SA, the world’s top 
meat company, shut down its beef 
facility in Greeley, Colo., this week 
because of a coronavirus out- 
break. In South Dakota, more 
than 300 workers at a Smithfield 
Foods pork processing plant test- 
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Washington area: The regional 
death toll passes 500. B1 


Strange symptom: People grapple 
with the loss of smell and taste. C1 


New deaths in 2,339 


the U.S., by day 
As of 8 p.m. 
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BY DAVID MONTGOMERY 
IN NEW ORLEANS 


went into quarantine. 


never happened. 


covid-19. 


he bars on Bourbon 
T Street are sealed with 

hurricane shutters and 
plywood. The corner of Royal 
and St. Peters streets is silent. 
A family of musicians who 
typically perform there — a 
jazz clarinetist, her sousa- 
phone-playing husband and 
their drumming daughter — 
last played their traditional 
closing number, “When the 
Saints Go Marching In,” on 
March 19, the day the music 


Calendars in the windows of 
the clubs on nearby French- 
men Street still list who was to 
play each of the 31 days of 
March. Almost half those gigs 


On the balcony above the 
Snug Harbor Jazz Bistro, a 
couple is dancing. In defiance 
of the silence, they have turned 
a speaker to the street to share 
graceful, lilting piano runs. 
The music is not live, though — 
it is Spotify. The playlist is a 
tribute to Ellis Marsalis, patri- 
arch of the musical Marsalis 
family and a pillar of New 
Orleans jazz. He died April 1, at 
85, from complications of 


“Pve got Ellis’s spirit up 
here,” Jason Patterson, one of 
the dancers, called down to a 
lone pedestrian carrying a can 
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New Orleans musicians fight 
to beat back the silence 


With no gigs, finding ways to be heard is a survival instinct 


ANNIE FLANAGAN FOR THE WASHINGTON POST 


Trombone player Big Sam Williams recently staged a show in 
his driveway, with band members standing six feet apart. 


Cruise crews 
stuck at sea, 
with guests 
long gone 


BY DALTON BENNETT 


For close to a month, Matthew 
Gordon has been living in an 
80-square-foot windowless cab- 
in, stranded at sea with thou- 
sands of fellow crew members 
after their cruise ships’ passen- 
gers departed. 

Aboard the MS Volendam off 
the coast of the Bahamas, Gordon 
said each day starts with a re- 
minder from the captain about 
the importance of social distanc- 
ing and, recently, a plea for under- 
standing as the cooks, pending 
new supplies, work through 
what’s left of the food. 

Gordon had grown used to the 
fried fish heads that have become 
a lunch staple, but a recent tooth- 
ache — on a ship with no dentist 
— made chewing so unbearable 
that he has turned to a liquid diet 
while he waits to hear how he will 
get back home to Augusta, Ga. 

“We have nowhere to go. It’s 
indefinite. We have no idea when 
we are coming home,” said Gor- 
don, a 27-year-old singer and 
dancer in the ship’s cabaret 
shows. “The scariest thing is just 
the unknown.” 

The Volendam has not had a 
reported coronavirus outbreak, 
but the ship — operated by Hol- 
land America Line — has been 
caught for weeks, like other ves- 
sels, in travel restrictions and 
denials to dock at ports across the 
globe by officials alarmed by in- 
fections and deaths linked to 


Feb. 29 April 14 SEE CREWS ON A7 
IN THE NE \ X / S FOOD BUSINESS NEWS. A16 CONTENT © 2020 
c6 The Washington Post 
Out of one thing? B3 Year 143, No. 132 
: Just use another. oH 
Obama endorsement The former president THE NATION MENOT eee i i? or 
In Wisconsin, anger A terrorist designation A little creativity can goa Pe 


called on Americans to unite in a “great 
awakening” as he backed Joe Biden. A2 


fueled Democratic vic- 
tories at the polls. A3 


marks a U.S. shot across 
the bow at Moscow. A12 


long way in shopping and 
cooking these days. E1 
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